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Labor Day Meaning
By Deacon Bob Cox, State Spiritual Director
Greetings my Brother Knights and families! We are in the
middle of August with the Feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary having just occurred on August 15th. and
on the 22nd. the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary will
be celebrated and on the 29th. we celebrate the Passion of St.
John the Baptist. And, in most areas, public and parochial/
private schools are back in session, as is evidenced by high
school football games beginning!
On Monday, September 5, 2022, there is a national holiday
known as Labor Day.  This national holiday is always the fi rst 
Monday in September. My memories of this holiday, growing
up in Midland, MI, are memories of parades in the downtown
district; softball games at Emerson Park; picnics at Emerson
Park; last minute weekend or day trips as the summer was
un-offi  cially ending and school started the day after Labor 
Day.  It was also a day to refl ect on the impact of the blue-
collar workers and the labor unions. My father was a union
member, as my father-in-law was. I was a union member
when working an hourly position in the retail business, then
as I went to work at the Post Offi  ce, I joined the National 
Rural Letter Carriers Association union. They are essential.
This holiday was created of and for the labor movement and
is a testimonial to the hard working, and economic and social
accomplishments of theAmerican worker. It is acknowledge-
ment to the input of workers that have made our country
strong, prosperous, healthy, happy, and comfortable. This
holiday represents the achievements of the worker and labor
as together, they have set the highest standard of living and
they have raised the bar for the best production in the world
and have given us the realization of our country’s traditional

ideals of economic and political democracy.
In the Catholic tradition, we believe that work is more than
earning a living; it is a form of continued engagement in the
Father’s creative action. Catholic teaching indicates to us that
workers are due a “just wage” so that they can provide for
their family’s needs weekly. Workers need opportunities for
off  days to rest and health benefi ts for their families.  They 
must be appropriately compensated so that they can actively
participate in the economy and society in general.
Catholic teaching tells us that workers should be building
solidarity with and among fellow workers, along with promot-
ing the rights and dignity of workers. The Church supports
the important role that labor unions provide workers in the
eff ort to protect the needs and rights of workers, especially in 
situations of injustice and inequality. Perhaps, by prayer and
action, we can help to ensure that workplaces are providing
family wages and appropriate benefi ts that Catholic tradition 
attests should be available for all workers and their families.
In the Catholic tradition, we believe that work is more than a
way to earn a livelihood; it is a form of continuing engagement
in God’s creation. On Labor Day we need to think about the
dignity of work and rights of workers. And we can do this by
our prayers. Let us pray:
+”Lord God, Master of the Vineyard, how wonderful that
you have invited us who labor by the sweat of our brow to
be workers in the vineyard and assist your work to shape the
world around us. As we seek to respond to this call, make us
attentive to those who seek work but cannot fi nd it.  Help us 
listen to the struggles of those who work hard to provide for
their families but still have trouble making ends meet. Open
our eyes to the struggles of those exploited and help us speak
for just wages and safe conditions, the freedom to organize,
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From the State Deputy
Paul Burchell

From the Vocations Director
Larry Papineau, Vocations Director

State Deputy continued on page 4

Greetings Brother Knights,
I just returned from attending our 140th

Supreme Convention in Nashville along
with the other six delegates from South
Carolina. And what a convention it was!
For the fi rst time since 2019 we were 

able to gather in-person rather than virtually to celebrate the
accomplishments of our honored Order. From the welcom-
ing concert on Monday evening at the Grand Ole Opry, to
our Worthy Supreme Chaplain’s message early on Thursday
afternoon, it was fi lled with fun and excitement.  I’m told 
that it was the largest convention we’ve had thus far, with
approximately 3,000 Brother Knights and family members
attending. I hope you were able to catch at least some of it
on EWTN or online.
This year we had two of our District Deputies, Eric Cannon
and Bill Weiss represent us as delegates and I encourage you
to reach out and get their thoughts on the convention. Ask
them what they thought of the Opening Mass on Tuesday
morning with nine Cardinals, 40-50 Bishops from around
the world, and over a hundred priests attending, all dressed in
KofC vestments. Ask them about the music provided by the
choir from the National Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Washington DC at all our Masses. Ask them about
the States Dinner on Tuesday and the emotional celebration
that occurred when the State Song of Ukraine was played and
over 2800 people stood and waved the Ukrainian Flag. Or,
ask them about the Memorial Mass on Thursday celebrated
by our Worthy Supreme Chaplain, Archbishop William Lori,
and the parade of 15-20 fi rst-class relics including Blessed 
Michael McGivney’s. From my observation and talking with
them daily they really enjoyed themselves and it was more
than they expected.
So why am I telling you all of this? You too can be a delegate
to the Supreme Convention. Any third-degree Knight in good
standing can serve as a delegate to the Supreme Convention
and although every year we encourage folks to apply, we
seldom get any takers from our councils. In just a few short
months we will be reaching out to councils requesting candi-
dates for State Offi  cer positions as well as delegates to the 141st

Supreme Convention scheduled for August 1-3, 2023 at the
World Marriott in Orlando, Florida. One fi nal note concerning 
the Supreme Convention: you don’t have to be a delegate to
attend. Just like our state convention, all Knights and family
members can attend and partake in the events and excitement
of the Supreme Convention and since the next one is almost

Brothers,

In my previous article I stated that I would be contacting Grand
Knights of the councils which previously have participated in
the RSVP within the month to ask for coordinate continued
support for your seminarians. Unfortunately, due to the heavy
workload in the diocesan Vocations Offi  ce at this time of year, 
I have not been able to get a current list of seminarians from
them; and the diocesan website is not updated for this year. I
expect to receive this list in the coming week.

It would facilitate the process of contacting councils if the
current GK or Vocations Director could contact me via email
at the gmail address below. That way I can get the list to you
as soon as I get it. Otherwise, I will have to send it to GK
from last fraternal year.

There may be those who are not familiar with the Refund
Support Vocations Program (RSVP). Briefl y, it provides a 
way for councils to provide fi nancial and moral support to 
our seminarians. When a council sends one or more checks
totaling $500 or more to a single seminarian, they are eligible
to get a refund from Supreme of $100. In addition, councils
are expected to contact their “adopted” seminarians to pro-
vide moral support in the way of cards, letters, copying them
on your council newsletters, etc. For details of this program
consult Knights of Columbus Vocations Handbook which can
be downloaded in pdf format from the Supreme Website. If
you have problems with downloading from the site, contact
me and I can send it to you via email.

Peace and Good,
Larry Papineau
lrpapineau@gmail.com
843-696-2165
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Patriot’s
Corner
Michael A. Allen, PSD
Master, South Carolina
District, DeSoto
Province

“The world will off er you comfort. You are not made for 
comfort. You are made for greatness.”

---
-Pope Benedict XVI
Brother Knights,

I believe that Patriotism is our Christian duty.
The obligations of patriotism are embodied in a single word
– service.
Service to God, to neighbor, and to country. The Christian
will serve his country best by serving God fi rst because God 
is the Author of liberty.
There has always been a tendency to put religion and patrio-
tism into fellowship. Samuel Francis Smith acknowledged
God as the Author of liberty in the beloved patriotic song
“America” (“My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”)….

Our fathers’God, to Thee, Author of liberty, To Thee we sing:
Long may our land be bright
With freedom’s holy light;
Protect us by Thy might, Great God, our King!

I also believe that nowhere on earth does love of God and love
of Country come together more closely and more passionately
that being a fourth degree Knight of Columbus. Sir Knights
are not ashamed to put their beliefs on display and to declare
that I am a Catholic Patriot whose ideals and principles are
non-negotiable.
And nowhere is that more visible than our support of the Mili-
tary Chaplains Scholarship Fund and our continued support
of the VA/VS volunteers. For more information and ideas on
how you can be of service to those served, you can reach out
to the South Carolina VA/VS chairman SK Art Sotek: sotak@
bellsouth.net or 803-648-8002.

God bless America.

Vivat Jesus,

Mike

Labor Day continued from page 1

and time for renewal. For work was made for humankind and
not humankind for work. Let it not be a vehicle for exploita-
tion but a radiant expression of our human dignity. Fill us
with your Holy Spirit that you might work through us to let
your just reign. Amen.” (USCCB)

Council 724 Presents Check
Bishop England Council #724 conducted our annual school
supplies drive setting a new record for total collections from
St. Peter’s parishioners and businesses. We collected $4,000
in donations and presented a check to the school’s adminis-
trators and teachers who were delighted!!
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From the State Protocol
Chairman
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

State Deputy continued from page 2

in our back door, why not take advantage of the opportunity?
For me personally, one of the highlights of this convention
was South Carolina receiving the Supreme Knight’s Pinnacle
Award and fi nishing seventh in the Order in Membership 
growth with 141.46% of our intake quota for the fraternal
year. Thank you for making that happen.
I am also pleased to report that we are off  to a great start to 
this fraternal year as well. As of August 5th, we were num-
ber two in the Order having achieved 10.75% of our annual
goal and only Mindanao ahead of us at 11.74%. Wouldn’t
it be great if we could overtake them? Do you feel the same
sense of pride that I do? I am truly exited with all the things
that the Knights in South Carolina are doing. And, the more
members we can bring on board, the more we can do. Last
fraternal year we brought in 505 new members. I believe we
can beat that this year and so far, we are ahead of schedule.
I remember from years ago, the Jerry Lewis Labor Day tele-
thon for Muscular Dystrophy. Each year he would tell us he
just wanted one more dollar than the previous year. I would
like to borrow that approach and request just one more new
member than last year.
Last year we had 11 councils that failed to recruit anyone.
Let’s make a concentrated eff ort not to repeat this.  If your 
council needs help in recruiting members, reach out to our
state Membership team for assistance. There is no reason
why every council in the state cannot bring in at least one
new member.
Finally, as we go through the year, keep in mind the impor-
tance of openly practicing our faith in everything we do,
supporting our Pastors, and praying for and encouraging
vocations. Also, do not forget we are in a three-year period
of Eucharistic revival, and let the “Real Presence” of our
Risen Savior in the Eucharistic be you source of inspiration
and strength.
Vivat Jesu!
Paul

PROTOCOL
Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council:

Head Table
At any gathering of the Knights of Columbus, the cardinals,
bishops, priests, religious brothers, Supreme Offi  cers, Su-
preme Directors, State Offi  cers, Supreme Directors, State 
Offi  cers, State Directors and Chairmen, District Deputies, 
General Agents, Vice Supreme Masters, Faithful Navigators
and visiting Grand Knights always are honored guests and as
such should occupy a seat of honor. (Sometimes because of
the large number of dignitaries in attendance it is impossible
to seat everyone at the head table. In cases such as this, only
the top ranking offi  cials should be seated at the head table. 
Other dignitaries should sit at designated seats in the audi-
ence and should be introduced at an appropriate time by the
master of ceremonies.)
Seating is arranged by rank from the middle out to either
end – with the highest ranking offi  cial seated at the middle 
of the head table. Guests are introduced from the master of
ceremonies right toward the middle, then from left toward
the middle, excluding speaking members of the head table.
All should rise when said members enter and remain standing
until they are seated.

Procession
In all cases, the wishes of the celebrant are to be followed.
Knights of Columbus are fi rst to enter the church in a Liturgi-
cal celebration, and follow the celebrant out of the Church.
The order of precedence for Knights of Columbus proces-
sional into the church is from lowest rank to highest. The
highest ranking would be fi rst to follow the celebrant out of 
the church and would follow the “Order of Precedence”. The
color corps, when used at the celebration of Mass or a Knights
of Columbus function, is to be lead into the church by the
District Marshal or Color Corps Commander and follow by
the highest ranking in colors.

Council and Assembly Degree
Order of Precedence

Supreme Knight
State Deputy
Supreme Offi  cers
Supreme Master
Supreme Directors
Former Supreme Offi  cers and Directors
Vice Supreme Master
State Offi  cers
District Master

Past State Deputies
Former Vice Supreme Masters
District Deputies
Former Masters
State Directors
General Agents
Chapter Presidents
Grand Knights
District Marshal
Faithful Navigators
Council Offi  cers
Assembly Offi  cers
District Warden

Field Agent
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St. Clare’s Home Project

Rev. Paul Donald O’Toole Council 10819 from Simpsonville
recently donated and installed Stations of the Cross in the
Prayer Garden at the home. The St. Clare’s Home is a safe
place for pregnant women to live while they are pregnant
and for a period after the child is born. There other children
are also welcome at St. Clare’s Home.
This was a great opportunity for our Council to institute the
new Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP) program
which just went into eff ect this Fraternal Year.
Paul Pimentel
Grand Knight, Council 10819

State Deputy Paul Burchell accepts the Knights Car Cup
from Tennessee State Deputy Fred Laufenerg (last years
winner). The trophy is earned by the Jurisdiction with the
most consistent membership intake utilizing a NASCAR
point system.

SC Delegates at Supreme Convention

SC Delegates at Supreme Convention
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STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy ......................................................Paul V. Burchell ............................................ 803-983-5004
State Chaplain....................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-540-7676
Immediate Past State Deputy.............................Daniel Barton................................................ 843-367-1871
State Secretary ...................................................Jeff  Crouch.................................................... 864-430-0938
State Treasurer ...................................................Keith Kingren ............................................... 864-901-5692
State Advocate ...................................................Tim Kenney ................................................ 540-746-8924
State Warden......................................................Sherrrill E. (Ed) Wilcox................................ 803-221-5934
District Master ...................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD.........................................803-397-7803
Vice Supreme Master ........................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-270-7478
General Insurance Agent ...................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632
Supreme - RGD .................................................David Tebo.................................................... 203-215-8379

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263)........Richard R. Ronde ......................................... 631-889-3026
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 13713)....................Melton E. Cannon......................................... 803-479-5905
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892, 17824)................................................. Thomas W. O’Donnell, Sr.
413-237-5769
District No. 4 (3684, 7062)................................Sherrill E. Wilcox ......................................... 803-221-5934
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910)...........Joseph W Friend ........................................... 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576)......................Donald E. Thurlow, Jr................................... 864-275-7141

District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223) ...Richard Swain, PhD .................................... 573-465-2402
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 13112) ...................William H. Larkiin........................................ 864-313-5066
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 6900, 17760)............Paul F. Setti, Jr. ............................................. 843-813-2713
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) ..........Raymond J. Howard ..................................... 716-982-2965
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028)..................John H. Luse ................................................. 843-421-3811
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867) ..............Vacant
District 13 (6726, 11471, 11991).......................Jay Scott Friedman ....................................... 443-243-2260
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12995) .............William E. Weiss, Jr...................................... 864-415-3422
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765) ....................James Carswell ............................................ 516-851-3675
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903) ................Thomas C. Armel.......................................... 540-230-4281
District 17 (10819, 12274, 15519, 15960) ........James O. Alford ............................................ 864-595-0640
District 18 (9475, 10334, 12472) ......................Joseph G. Nesbitt .......................................... 843-297-9873
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Director ........................................................................Ron Stanley............................................................ 864-415-9417
Ceremonials ......................................................................................Vacant
Program Director ..............................................................................Anthony N. Zammarrelli........................................ 803-738-0862
ommunity Director............................................................................Ronald A Searl ....................................................... 864-915-0070
Family Director.................................................................................Thomas A. Holahan ............................................... 864-314-4444
Membership Retention Chairman .....................................................Michael A. Boncoddo ............................................ 864-525-0876
Council Retention/Reactivation Chairman .......................................Thomas M. Monahon, PGK, FM, VSM ................ 803-270-7478
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Michael P. Cousino ................................................ 843-507-1007
College Council Growth Coordinator...............................................Tim Kenney ........................................................... 540-746-8924
Vocations Chairman ..........................................................................Larry Papineau....................................................... 843-696-2165
Life Director......................................................................................Brian C. Greene ..................................................... 516-443-0625
Spiriual Director................................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .............................................. 843-661-6057
Faith Director ....................................................................................Paul Pimental ......................................................... 864-423-6977
Public Relations ...............................................................................Donald Thurlow Jr ................................................. 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni............................................................ 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman.................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People With Intellectual Disabilities..........................Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM .................................. 803-397-7803

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Paul Burchell, SD ...........................................803-983-5004
State Convention Chairman ..............................................................Jeff rey M. Crouch .................................................. 864-430-0938
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator .............................................Guadalupe R. Jimenez ........................................... 843-338-9632
Awards/Report Forms .......................................................................Sherrill E. Wilcox .................................................. 803-221-5934
Information Technology Director .....................................................Vacant
Newsletter/Bulletin Editor ................................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD ........................................ 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference.........................................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ............................................ 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman ..............................................Vacant
Father McGivney Guild ....................................................................James Nettles, PSD, FM ........................................ 843-830-9996
Protocol Chairman ............................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator.........................................................Greg Scheuer.......................................................... 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative .........................................................................Raymond Ireland.................................................... 864-329-0044
Athletic Events Chairman/................................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest ..................................................Pat Davis ................................................................ 843-830-5939
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman .........................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Soccer Challenge Chairman..............................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Special Olympics Chairman .............................................................Reulito P. Gonzalez................................................ 843-812-2974
Round Table Chairman .....................................................................Vacant
State Trainer ......................................................................................Richard Swain........................................................ 573-465-2402
Pilgrim Icon/Silver Rose Chairman .................................................Michael A. Mancari ............................................... 803-445-0244
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