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“March Madness”
By Deacon Bob Cox
Greetings my Brother Knights and families! “March Mad-
ness” is upon us…crazy weather, fl owers blooming, trees bud-
ding, men’s and women’s college basketball tournaments, and
we are coming up on the third Sunday of Lent! As you may
remember, the Scrutiny’s (for RCIAcandidates/catechumens)
start on the third Sunday of Lent.
I have a little bit of information for you…this past Ash
Wednesday at my home parish of St. Ann, we held two
Masses with distribution of ashes and had good turnouts at
both Masses. The Friday before, a parishioner that works in
the Media department at MUSC Florence, asked if I could
come out to the hospital and distribute ashes to their staff  in 
their Chapel. My pastor gave me permission to attend to the
needs of the faithful that work at MUSC Florence. (It had
never been done at this hospital before.) With the assistance of
my wife, we started the service at 2:30pm in the Chapel with
12 staff  members in attendance.  We stayed until 4:00pm and 
ministered to another 10-12 people as they took their breaks
or were fi nished working and came to the Chapel for ashes.  
I was humbled and moved by the opportunity to minister to
God’s people. It didn’t matter if they were Catholic, Method-
ist, Lutheran, or Anglican…they wanted to receive the ashes
on their foreheads. God is Good! During this process, I was
asked to fi ll out the paperwork and become one of MUSC 
Florence volunteer Chaplains! So, I will follow through on
this adventure and add this to my journey as a Deacon in the
Diocese of Charleston!
We have a couple of other dates in March that are noteworthy,
March 17th. is St. Patrick’s Day and March 19th. is St. Joseph’s
Day! In fact, March is considered the month of Joseph! Some

parishes have a Novena in March for St. Joseph, after all he
is the earthly Father of Jesus! If you really are interested in
learning more about St. Joseph, contact Father Stan Smolenski
at the Shrine of Our Lady of South Carolina in Kingstree, as
he is a “student” and scholar on St. Joseph. He has written
many articles on him and loves to share his knowledge about
St. Joseph.
My Brothers, try your very best to keep your Lenten commit-
ments of fasting, abstaining from meat on Fridays, attending
your parish’s Stations/Way of the Cross, remembering the
things you gave up for Lent or doing more good things for
Lent (extra praying, almsgiving, being more charitable), and
going to confession. These things are all good for your soul!
Lastly, March is an important month, any way you look at it.
But most importantly, treat March within a very spiritual way
as the Lord has intended us to, after all it is a time to repent.
As I said to everyone on Ash Wednesday when I applied the
ashes to their foreheads, “Repent, and believe in the Gospel!”
Viva Cristo Rey!
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From the State Deputy
Paul Burchell

From the Vocations Director
Jim Weiskircher, Vocations Director

Vocations continued on page 4

My Brother Knights,
As I write this article, we have just begun the season of Lent.
A season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. What a great
time to really focus on our mission as a Knight of Columbus.
I’ve heard it said that we grow too soon older and too late
smarter.  For years, as Lent approached, my fi rst thought was, 
“what am I going to give up for Lent?” Perhaps my focus
should have been, how can I really make a diff erence this 
Lent? The prophet Isaiah gives us the answer in Chapter 58
verses 6-8 when he talks about the type of fasting the Lord
desires. When we see Christ in our neighbor, that is when
we know we are on the right track.
I recall a few years ago attending daily Mass and at the end
of his homily, our Deacon reminded us, God doesn’t ask us if
we are worthy, He asks us if we are willing. I don’t remember
a lot, but that phrase has remained with me over the years.
Isn’t that really what being a Knight of Columbus is all about
– putting our faith into action?  We all have diff erent talents, 
skills, and abilities. And that is what makes us such a great
organization – to pool our individual eff orts into a unifi ed 
body in order to serve God by serving others.
“Leaders in Faith” – as a Knight, this is what we are called
to be. We set the example for our families, parishes, and
communities.  Faith fi rst, then we can truly live our virtues 
of charity, unity, and fraternity. As the 11th century Doctor of
the Church, St. Peter Damien, tells us:
 If you wish to be a knight of Christ and to fi ght manfully 
for him, take up arms against the vices of the fl esh… Faith 
is undoubtedly the foundation of all virtues, and when the
foundation is shaken the whole structure of the building soon
threatens to fall into ruin.
I am a big fan of the monthly magazine, The Word Among
Us. In one of his recent articles, President Jeff Smith wrote:
“God has placed you wherever you are today so that you
can bring him glory in your conversations, in your prayer,
and in all your acts of love and service.”
As we continue in our Lenten journey, let us be aware of the
world around us and recognize those situations when God
may be calling us to take care of his people. Don’t pass up
the opportunity. Trust me, the rewards are out of this world.
As St. James tells us “Be doers of the word.” Vivat Jesu!

When we think of vocations, we automatically think of the
clergy and religious life. We tend to forget that vocation also
refers to our roles as fathers, spouses, children, or single life.
The pandemic has taken a toll on my faith life. Most of the
activities of my council have been on hold. Growing up, my
parents instilled in me the value of service to others. I had
been volunteering at Mobile Meals but an injury to my Achil-
les tendon ended the support six months ago.
In the past, I had attended retreats that helped to renew my
faith, but the eff ects were short term.  Last summer, my son had 
attended the 17th Emmaus retreat weekend at Black Mountain
nearAsheville and had a great experience. I decided to attend
the 18th Emmaus program last month.
The Gospel of St. Luke relates the story of the Risen Christ
appearing to two men walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus.
They are joined by a stranger who explains the Scriptures as
they walk, how it was ordained that Christ should suff er and 
enter his glory. The illuminating climax of the experience was
when the stranger took bread, broke it, and gave it to them.
The men had their eyes opened and they recognized him as the
Risen Lord. They rushed back to Jerusalem to tell the others.
From their website www.emmausofthecarolinas.org
«Emmaus» is a retreat weekend designed for those men who
feel they would like to explore a deeper relationship with God.
Every one of us has considered the questions, “Does God re-
ally exist?” or “How should God’s existence aff ect my life?” 
Unfortunately, we are all very busy and don’t allow ourselves
enough time to explore the answers. That’s what the Emmaus
retreat is for. The men organizing and hosting the Emmaus
retreat are regular guys who will not try to convince you of
their answers; instead, they will share their own experiences
with you and let you draw your own conclusions. We are not
men born Holy, and we have each led very diff erent lives. 
But, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we have found our
way back to the Lord and would like to tell you about these
life-changing experiences. For many of us, it was during an
Emmaus Retreat that our hearts were touched by God.
Q. What is and who serves this ministry?
A. Emmaus of the Carolinas began holding Emmaus re-
treats in 2012, initially formed from a men’s prayer group
established at St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church in Spar-
tanburg, SC.  The ministry start-up was assisted signifi cantly 
by the Emmaus Community of St. Louis Catholic Church in
Pinecrest, FL, as well as men from other Emmaus Communi-
ties in the US. The men serving our local ministry are from
many churches, mostly in the Carolinas.
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Patriot’s
Corner
Michael A. Allen, PSD
Master, South Carolina
District, DeSoto

One person trained twelve human beings who went on to
so infl uence the world that time itself is now recorded as 
being before (B.C) or after (A.D.) his existence. ----Laurie
Beth Jones

Brothers,
I want to congratulate the thirty new Sir Knights that took
place in the 86th Exemplifi cation of the fourth degree on 
February 19. Thanks to Assembly 2655 for their support and
hard work that made the day a success. Also, to the staff  at 
Lexington Country Club for another wonderful post exem-
plifi cation banquet.
The honoree for the day was the former District Secretary
Marcel Dube. His wife was presented with his plaque this
month.

The next exemplifi cation of the Patriot Degree will be on 
April 23, in conjunction with the State Convention at the
Landmark Resort in Myrtle Beach. Anyone who is interested
in the patriotic/visible arm of the order please get a form 4
fi lled out and to your Grand Knight as soon as you can so we 
can plan a great day at the beach. The honoree for this event
will be South Carolina’s own Vice Supreme Master, Tom
Monahon.If you’re already a Sir Knight, come out and show
your support for Tom and the American Catholic way of life.
I promise you won’t be disappointed.

On March 19, 2022, at Corpus Christi Church in Lexington,
SC we will be holding our Biennial meeting. The primary job
of this meeting is to send three names to Supreme of nominees
for the next District Master. If your interested in this job,
please let me know and I will add your name to the list. We
will whittle the list down to three by vote. It’s your chance to
have a voice in the 4th degree leadership for the next two years.

I also want to thank the individuals and Assemblies that have
sent money and checks to me for the Military Chaplains
Scholarship Fund. We have raised close to three thousand
dollars for the fund this year. Thank you for all you do for
the Catholic Church.
Vivat Jesus

Mike
Michael A. Allen
District Master

From the State Ceremonials
Director
Tony Zammarrelli, PGK, DD2
CHARITY, UNITY, FATERNITY EXEMPLIFICATION
BY DISTRICTS AS OF 01/08/2022

DISTRICT QUOTA COMPLETED
1 4 3
2 4 6
3 4 6
4 4 3
5 4 6
6 4 0
7 4 7
8 4 6
9 4 8

10 4 3
11 4 5
12 4 4
13 4 8
14 4 4
15 4 1
16 4 3

TOTAL’S 64 73

Peace and God Bless.
Vivat Jesus!

Tony Zammarrelli
PGK, DD2
State Ceremonial Director
803-466-3111 (cell)

803-738-0862 (home)
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Vocations continued from page 2

Q. How do these retreats work?
A. You will hear a series of talks by other men concerning
their own experiences. You will have a chance to refl ect, pray, 
and consider the bigger, really meaningful questions of life
in a place that is far enough away to separate you from the
distractions of everyday life, but close enough that you could
be home in a matter of minutes.

Q. What about God?

A. One way, among many, you can help answer that ques-
tion is with this Emmaus Retreat, led by men, like you, who
have struggled with the same questions about life that you
have. The Emmaus Retreat is designed to be low-key and
not “preachy.” You will listen to other men like yourself talk
about their journey to know more about God.
Q. How long does the weekend last?
A. You’ll need to arrive at the retreat location on the grounds
of the YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly Center; 84 Blue Ridge
Circle, Black Mountain, NC 28711, Friday,August 12th, 2022
between 6:00 PM and 6:30 PM. The weekend will conclude
no later than 5:00 PM on Sunday, August 14th, 2022.
Consider surrendering control of your life to the Holy Sprit
and jump-starting your faith in a walk with other men that

Bones
The membership of any organization is made up of four
bones. There are the WISH BONES, who spend their time
wishing that someone else will do the work. There are the
JAW BONES, who do all the talking but very little else. Next
there are the KNUCKLE BONES, who knock everything
that everyone does. Finally there are the BACKBONES,
who get under the load and do the work.
Wishbones, Jawbones, Knucklebones, Backbones. What
kind of bone are you? I wonder how many knights ever bother
to ask themselves this question? If you happen to be one of
the fi rst three bones, why not pick up the phone and spend 
some time time talking to a Knights of Columbus backbone.
Maybe that is all you need to get going.

Human Relations
1. Speak to people. There is nothing as nice as a cheerful
word of greeting.
2. Smile at people. It takes 72 muscles to frown — only 14
to smile.
3. Call people by name. The sweetest music to anyone's ears
is the sound of his own name.
4. Be friendly and helpful. If you would have friends be
friendly.
5. Be cordial. Speak and act as if everything you do were a
genuine pleasure.
6. Be genuinely interested in people.
7. Be generous with praise — cautious with criticism.
8. Be considerate with the feelings of others, it will be ap-
preciated.
9. Be thoughtful of the opinions of others. There are three
sides to a controversy; yours, the other fellows and the right
one.
10. Be alert to give service. What counts most in life is what
we do for others
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From the State Protocol
Chairman
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council:

Correspondence
With Council and Assembly installations coming up the fol-
lowing is provided as guidance for you to follow.
When corresponding with others, email id the most eff ective 
and effi  cient means of communication.  However, e-mail may 
not be the most appropriate means of communication in all
circumstances. Sometimes typed memos or letters, on let-
terhead, should be utilized and care should be taken to ensure
that the letter writer uses proper letter writing techniques.
E-mails also need to be handled with care.  Offi  cers need to 
make certain that their e-mail address is appropriate along with
the content contained within the e-mail. Sending an e-mail
does not ensure delivery to the intended recipient. E-mail is
cost eff ective and can be an easy way for councils or assem-
blies to communicate, but it is not a guarantee of participation
at an event. E-mail, as with letters, need to be clearly stated
and have the main points separated. Make certain that e-mails
that contain confi dential information are not broadcast to a 
large group. E-mails cannot replace the personal contact of
a phone call or personal conversation.
Modern means of social communications provide members of
the Knights of Columbus with powerful tools that can build
up your council by promoting its charitable mission and by
encouraging members to live out their Catholic faith. The
term “social communications” refers to, among other things,
the internet, the World Wide Web, and social media. The
term “social media” includes blogs and microblogs, social
networking sites, and picture and video sharing sites, such as
Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Flickr, and YouTube.
Social communications should be used in a manner consistent
with Catholic values and principles of the Order. Members
who use social communications should carefully review
and at all times observe the Order’s Social Communications
Guidelines and Policy, which can be found under the Social
Communications tab on the Offi  cer’s Desk Reference located 
in the Offi  cer’s Online at www.kofc.org. The Guidelines and
Policy apply to members and subordinate units of the Order
when they choose to identify themselves as members of the
Knights of Columbus or to discuss the work of the Knights
of Columbus using social communications. Members should
be aware that the Laws and offi  cial policies of the Knights 
of Columbus apply to fraternal social communications as
they would in any other setting. The reputation of the Order
depends upon how members conduct themselves, both online
and in person. Accordingly, members using social commu-

nications should remember that they are expected to conduct
themselves as Catholic gentlemen, which at a minimum re-
quires that any material posted online respect human dignity
and maintains a culture of respectful dialogue and friendship.
Correspondence should be addressed to the individual, using
his full, proper name (not his nickname), followed by his
proper title, whether he be a Knight of Columbus, a Priest or
a businessperson. If an individual has more than one title,
the highest ranking title is always used. Names of civic and
religious individuals are prefi xed by such forms as His Ex-
cellency, The Honorable, Reverend Father, etc.  Prefi x titles 
of Mr., and Mrs. or Ms. Are omitted when the individual
has another offi  cial title.  If he has no title, Mr., Mrs., or Ms. 
Should always be used as a prefi x to his or her name.  When 
addressing an individual as an offi  cial of an organization, 
the name of the organization should always be shown on the
next line.
In the event that you have a close working relationship with
any offi  cer, your letter need not be so formal.  However you 
fi rst must acknowledge the offi  ce he holds.  The salutation 
would then be “Worthy Grand Knight and dear Brother Bill.”
The individual’s full proper name and title are always shown
on both the letter and the envelope.
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STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy............................................................................Paul V. Burchell ............................................ 803-983-5004
State Chaplain .........................................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-540-7676
Immediate Past State Deputy ..................................................Daniel Barton................................................ 843-367-1871
State Secretary ........................................................................Jeff  Crouch.................................................... 864-430-0938
State Treasurer ........................................................................Keith Kingren ............................................... 864-901-5692
State Advocate ........................................................................Sherrrill E. (Ed) Wilcox................................ 803-221-5934
State Warden ...........................................................................Christopher Hilditch ............................................ 803-316-6283
District Master ........................................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD......................................... 803-397-7803
Vice Supreme Master..............................................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-270-7478
General Insurance Agent.........................................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632
Supreme - RGD.......................................................................David Tebo.................................................... 203-215-8379

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263) .............................Richard R. Ronde ......................................... 631-889-3026
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 9672, 13713) ...............................Anthony N. Zammarrelli .............................. 803-738-0862
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892) ...............................Thomas O’Donnell ....................................... 413-237-5769
District No. 4 (3684, 7062, 9161) ...........................................Vacant
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910) ................................Joseph W Friend ........................................... 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576) ...........................................Don Thurlow................................................. 864-275-7141

District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223) .......................Dr. Richard Swain ........................................ 573-465-2402
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 10819, 13112, 15960) ................Jim Alford..................................................... 864-595-0640
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 9475, 10334, 12472) .....................Paul Setti....................................................... 843-813-2713
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) ...............................Bruce C. Hutchison....................................... 803-577-6473
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028) .......................................John H. Luse ................................................. 843-421-3811
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867)....................................Frank E. Love ............................................... 843-453-6411
District 13 (6726, 6900, 11471, 11991) ..................................Michael P. Cousino....................................... 843-607-1007
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12274, 12995, 15519) ...........William E. Weiss, Jr...................................... 864-415-3422
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765)..........................................James Carswell ............................................ 516-851-3675
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903)......................................Thomas C. Armel.......................................... 540-230-4281
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Director ........................................................................Ron Stanley............................................................ 864-415-9417
Ceremonials ......................................................................................Anthony N. Zammarrelli........................................ 803-738-0862
Program Director ..............................................................................Christopher Hilditch, PGK, FDD .......................... 803-316-6283
Youth Director...................................................................................Keith Kingren ........................................................ 864-962-5295
Community Director .........................................................................Joseph Mule ........................................................... 843-224-1948
Family Director.................................................................................John A. Olson......................................................... 864-354-5680
Membership Retention Chairman .....................................................Joe Balotti .............................................................. 843-679-0967
Council Retention/Reactivation Chairman .......................................Thomas M. Monahon, PGK, FM, VSM ................ 803-270-7478
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Keith Kingren ........................................................ 864-962-5295
College Council Growth Coordinator...............................................Tem Kenney ........................................................... 540-746-8924
Vocations Chairman ..........................................................................James Weiskircher.................................................. 864-706-0768
Life Director......................................................................................Chris Carter............................................................ 864-356-3716
Spiritual/Faith Director .....................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .............................................. 843-661-6057
Public Relations ...............................................................................Donald Thurlow Jr ................................................. 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni............................................................ 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman.................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People With Intellectual Disabilities..........................Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM .................................. 803-397-7803

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Paul Burchell, SD ........................................... 803-983-5004
State Convention Chairman ..............................................................Jeff rey M. Crouch .................................................. 864-430-0938
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator .............................................Gustavo valdez....................................................... 816-316-0182
Awards/Report Forms .......................................................................Sherrill E. Wilcox .................................................. 803-221-5934
Information Technology Director .....................................................Buck Buckley......................................................... 803-389-9004
Newsletter/Bulletin Bulletin Editor ..................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD ........................................ 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference.........................................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ............................................ 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman ..............................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ............................................ 843-797-6804
Father McGivney Guild ....................................................................James Nettles, PSD, FM ........................................ 843-830-9996
Protocol Chairman ............................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator.........................................................Greg Scheuer.......................................................... 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative .........................................................................Raymond Ireland.................................................... 864-329-0044
Athletic Events Chairman/................................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest ..................................................Pat Davis ................................................................ 843-830-5939
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman .........................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Special Olympics Chairman .............................................................Robert “Bob” Brohm ............................................ 864-367-9254
Round Table Chairman .....................................................................Richard Gabriel, PGK.............................................. 843-797-680
State Trainer ......................................................................................Richard Swain........................................................ 573-465-2402
Pilgrim Icon/Silver Rose Chairman .................................................Michael A. Mancari ............................................... 803-445-0244
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