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February 2022

5 GK Midyear Meeting, St John Neuman School,
Columbia

19 4th Degree Exemplifi cation,Corpus Christi Church, 
Lexington
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High School

12 State Free Throw Championship, St. John
Neumann Catholic School

April 2022

22-24 101st Annual SC State Convention, Landmark
Resort, Myrtle Beach

‘A New Year’
By Deacon Bob Cox, State Spiritual/Faith Director
Happy New Year my Brother Knights and families! Hope-
fully, you will be able to keep all your New Year’s resolutions
that you have set for 2022! And I trust that Christmas was a
spiritual, happy, and blessed day for all!
Back on March 19, 2021, Pope Francis had established the
Year of the Family, on the Solemnity of St. Joseph. So, as
we are in the middle of this ‘year’, let’s concentrate on Mary
for the time being…namely in February…and appreciate the
Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes! I encourage you to pray
a 9-day Novena starting on February 2nd. and lasting through
February 10th. The Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes is on
February 11th. and what better way to celebrate this Novena
and the Feast Day than to have a meal on the Feast Day after
your daily Mass. Not only should the Knights celebrate this
Feast Day, but obviously, so should your Parish Family! Get
your Council involved in supporting this Novena, the Feast
Day, and a meal. Of course, you need to get your Deacon
involved and he can then discuss your plans with the Parish
Priest/Pastor to get his approval for everything. The Legion
of Mary (I am a member) takes the lead for this Novena and
meal in my parish, and it has been quite successful.
Pope Francis along with the Vatican Dicastery for Laity, Fam-
ily and Life, have announced that the 2022 World Meeting of
Families will be held from June 23-27, 2022, in Rome, Italy.
It will focus on the theme of “Family Love: A Vocation and
a Path to Holiness.” This edition of WMOF (World Meeting
of Families) will refl ect on the spirituality of the family in 
conjunction with the call to holiness expressed in Gaudete
et Exsultate.
Therefore, the Year of the Family will conclude on June 26,

2022, coinciding with the conclusion of the Tenth World
Meeting of Families in Rome, Italy, with the Holy Father.
Pope Francis established the Year of the Family to bolster and
build up our faith and for us to live God’s joy more fruitfully
in family life.
The Pope says to pray as a family: take this opportunity to
delve deeper in prayer with your wife, children, and grand-
children. Join Pope Francis to pray for families. Pray that
families will be places of communion and prayer, schools
of the Gospel, and domestic churches. Pray for Knight and
parish families at your Council and Assembly meetings too!
Here is a prayer for the Year of the Family:
“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, in you we contemplate the splen-
dor of true love; to you we turn with trust. Holy Family of
Nazareth, grant that our families too, may be places of com-
munion and prayer, authentic schools of the Gospel, and small
domestic churches. Make us mindful of the sacredness of the
family, and its beauty in God’s plan. Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,
graciously hear our prayer. Amen.”
And say a prayer for my wife Sue and I as we celebrated our
47th. Anniversary on January 11th!
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From the State Deputy
Paul Burchell

From the Vocations Director
Jim Weiskircher, Vocations Director

Vocations continued on page 4State Deputy continued on page 4

Happy New Year Brother Knights,
I pray that everyone had a very Merry Christmas and you had
a chance to celebrate with family and friends.
The fi rst half of our fraternal year is now offi  cially over, and I 
must let you know how proud the State Council, is of all your
eff orts over the past six months.  As many of you know, it has 
been a goal for the last several years to hit the 10,000-member
mark in our state. I am pleased to report that we reached that
goal in December when Council 1668 in Greenville brought
in our 10,000th member. And that is just the beginning of your
accomplishments thus far.
Just like every council has quotas in order to earn “Star
Council” status, the same is true for each jurisdiction (state/
province/country).  Achieving all our assigned quotas qualifi es 
us to earn the coveted “Circle of Honor” award. And while
we don’t do what we do for the awards themselves, earning
the Star Council and Circle of Honor Awards shows that we
are taking seriously Blessed Fr. Michael McGivney’s vision
and putting our Faith into Action.
I want to share with you the progress the state has made so
far in achieving our Circle of Honor requirements thanks to
your dedicated eff orts.  The fi rst number refl ects the quota at 
the start of the fraternal year, while the second shows our ac-
complishments as of the end of December. This performance
has placed South Carolina in 7th place in the Circle of Honor
standings (out of 75 jurisdictions) and that is a big deal!
Membership Quota – 400/247
New Council Development 2/1
Exemplifi cations – 64/43
Holy Hours – 3/1
As you can see, we’ve had a great fi rst half of the fraternal 
year, and while it is a cause for celebration, our work is not
fi nished.  There are still hundreds of men out there who are just 
waiting to be invited to become part of a group of dedicated
Catholic men who demonstrate their values by supporting
their families, parishes, and communities. Thank you for
being you! We will take the opportunity to celebrate during
our convention in April.
Now that we have reached the half-way point of the fraternal
year, it is not too early to start thinking about the next one.

PUTTING “VOCATION
DIRECTORS” IN EVERY

HOME, SCHOOL, AND PARISH
In researching for this month’s article on vocations I came
across a piece with the headline “Putting vocation directors
in every home, school and parish” by Luke Burgis. This
hit home because we all should be vocation directors in our
parish. Our youth are struggling and need guidance from us.
Whether it is a counselor working with scouts on religious
emblems, RE teacher, or anyone that comes into contact with
young people, we all can have a positive impact on the lives of
those around us. The following are excerpts from that article.
A Catholic diocese typically has one “vocation director”
whose primary responsibility—at least the public perception
of it—is to cultivate the vocations of people who are discern-
ing the priesthood or religious life.
I’ve had a very positive experience with vocation directors.
Two generous priests in the Diocese of Las Vegas helped me
enter seminary formation and ultimately to leave it. But had
I not decided to enter seminary, I would’ve never met them.
Vocation directors have limited reach. In a thriving diocese,
there might be one hundred seminarians and religious voca-
tions. Where does that leave the dancers? The doctors? The
young man who is petrifi ed of proposing to the love of his life 
because he doesn’t know if her dad likes him?
This is where you and I come in.
I believe that the only way to create a culture of vocation—
one in which everyone’s personal vocation is cultivated—is
through a culture of mentorship. Vocation directors are criti-
cal, but they can’t do this work alone. They need co-workers.
You have unrepeatable experiences and a vocation that some-
one in the world desperately needs to see lived out with heroic
fi delity. As we live out our own callings, each of us should 
pray for the grace to be a mentor to someone else.
I believe that we need to broaden our understanding of who
has responsibility to be a “vocation director.” Should there not
be “direction” for people who are called to every state of life,
every profession, every unique pathway to holiness? If we are
to fulfi ll the dream of John Paul II, then we must think big. We 
have to put “vocation directors” in every home, school, and
parish. They will be well-trained mentors who take up John
Paul II’s call to cultivate the personal vocations of others. We
must teach young people basic skills of discernment that they
can carry with them for the rest of their lives.
Nobody is alone in this important work. A network of voca-
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Patriot’s
Corner
Michael A. Allen, PSD
Master, South Carolina
District, DeSoto

Ceremonials“At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the
hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was
fi lled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she exclaimed: 
“Blessed are you among women and blessed is the child
you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of
my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your
greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for
joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would
fulfi ll his promises to her!”.”   -Luke 1:39-45”

Brothers,
According to tradition, Mary was a mere 14 or so years old

and Elizabeth was elderly and had been trying to conceive
for quite some time. A priest that was saying Mass that I at-
tended several weeks ago was saying in his homily that it was
possible that this meeting between Jesus and John the Baptist
was Jesus’way of Baptizing or blessing John’s ministry. Jesus,
always the servant, was doing his father’s will when he was
still in the womb.
In today’s world view, both women were experiencing high
risk pregnancies, and both would be eligible for a legal abor-
tion paid for by you and me. This is where the fourth degree
of the Knights of Columbus come in. If you were in Colum-
bia last weekend, you would have seen the South Carolina
Citizens for life’s 49th annual March for Life from the USC’s
Russell house to the State Capitol building. It has become a
tradition led by the 4th degree and supported by a vast number
of Catholic citizens from around the state.
You may be wondering; how can I become a 4th degree Sir
Knight and get in on this action as the visible arm of the
Catholic Church? Well, I’m glad you asked.
We are planning another large fourth degree exemplifi cation 
at Corpus Christi church in Lexington, on February 19th. The
Knights in South Carolina are excited about getting back to
“normal” and reviving the Mass – Exemplifi cation - Banquet 
order that we had become used to in the past. Remember that
ALL Knights who have gone through the new initiation degree
are eligible to become “Sir Knights”. Recruiting this year has
been abundant and so should the fourth-degree class.
Thank you all for asking new Knights to be Patriotic and
proud.
The Honoree for this degree will be the former District Sec-
retary Marcel Dube’.

Also, we will be having our fi rst annual exemplifi cation at 
the State convention in Myrtle Beach this Spring. We have
just begun to plan, and the sign-up packet should be out soon.

Until next month, have a very safe and Happy New
Year.

CHARITY, UNITY, FATERNITY e
EXMPLIFICATIONS BY DISTRICTS AS OF
01/08/2022

DISTRICT QUOTA COMPLETED

1 4 3

2 4 3

3 4 4

4 4 0

5 4 4

6 4 0

7 4 5

8 4 4

9 4 6

10 4 3

11 4 0

12 4 3

13 4 3

14 4 3

15 4 1

16 4 1

TOTAL’S 64 43

Peace and God Bless.
Tony Zammarrelli
PGK, DD 2
State Ceremonial Director
803-466-3111 (cell)

803-738-0862 (home)
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From the State Protocol
Chairman
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

Ron is in the hospital and is unable to submit an artcle this
month. Praying that he will have a speedy recovery.

State Deputy continued from page 2

It will be here before we know it. Councils should start now
to identify and encourage those men who will lead them as
Offi  cers, Directors, and Chairmen in the new fraternal year.  
This will enable the council to hit the ground running on July
1, 2022.
The same is true for State Offi  cers, Directors, and Chairmen.  
This past December, a notice was sent to all Grand Knights
concerning nominations for State Offi  cer positions.  Any 
Third-Degree Knight in good standing is eligible to apply
for any State Offi  cer position; however, please ensure you 
understand the duties, responsibilities and expectations of
the position you are seeking. We’ve posted a listing of these
requirements on the state website, kofcsc.org, under the
“Resources” tab. Applications should be submitted to our
Nominations Committee Chairman, Daniel Barton via email at
dbarton4221@gmail.com and are due by January 28, 2022.
Additionally, there are State Director and Chairmen positions
that will need to be fi lled for the new fraternal year.  If you 
are interested in fi nding out more about these positions and 
the duties they entail, please contact me at pburchell68@
gmail.com.
Brothers, just as a football team cannot achieve success with
only half their positions fi lled, the same is true for our KofC 
team. We cannot continue to operate with several of our
leaders fi lling two, three or four positions because other folks 
just want to stay on the sidelines. WE NEED YOU! I know
there are men in every council who would be a great asset to
the state team – do not wait to be asked! Join us to help serve
God’s people and your brother Knights.
Finally, please mark a couple of very important dates on
your calendar: Grand Knights Midyear meeting – Saturday,
February 5, 2022, at St. John Neumann School in Colum-
bia; South Carolina Catholic Men’s Conference – Saturday,
March 5, 2022, Cardinal Newman High School, Columbia;
and our State Convention, April 22-24th, Landmark Resort,
Myrtle Beach.
Once again Happy New Year. Together we can make 2022
a banner year for the South Carolina Knights of Columbus.
Thank you for all you do for our honored Order.
Vivat Jesu!

tion mentors is forming to provide support and training. We’re
there to be “midwives” to every personal vocation, whether
it leads to a seminary, a baseball fi eld, a business, or a dance 
studio.
Because of the dearth of resources on mentorship in the
Catholic world and my own long journey of vocation (eight
years in Silicon Valley, fi ve years in seminary formation), I 
co-authored the book Unrepeatable: Cultivating the Unique
Calling of Every Person. It draws the inspiration for its title
from Saint John Paul II, who used the word “unrepeatable,”
repeatedly. Paying attention to the unrepeatable calling of
every person is something that the great saint considered a
key to creating a “culture of vocation.”
Thomas Merton once wrote:
The object of salvation is that which is unique, irreplaceable,
incommunicable—that which is myself alone. The true inner
self must be drawn up like a jewel from the bottom of the sea,
rescued from confusion, from indistinction, from immersion
in the common, the non-descript, the trivial, the sordid, the
evanescent. (New Seeds of Contemplation)
Our mission is to draw up from the bottom of the sea these
unique and unrepeatable jewels, each one charged with the
mystery and grandeur of God. Is there any work more excit-
ing work than that?

Vocations continued from page 2
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Theme: Building Men of God Times:Start: 7:30 AM Registration / Breakfast
Date: Saturday, March 5, 2022, 8:30 AM Welcome / Presentation
Location: Cardinal Newman High School 11:15 AM Mass

2945 Alpine Road 12:00 PM Lunch
Columbia, SC 29223 4:00 PM Finish

Cost: $50 Preregistration ($60 at the door)
Discount* for: (* 1 Discount per person)

Knights of Columbus - $10
Knights of Peter Claver (Men) - $10
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem - $10
Ancient Order of Hibernians - $10
Students - $25
Priests Free Includes light breakfast and lunch

Registration: On-line at www.sccatholicmensconf.org or
Mail check to: Keith Kingren

2704 E. Georgia Road
Simpsonville, SC 29681

Sponsored by: South Carolina Knights of Columbus State Council

Supported by: Diocese of Charleston
Family Life Office (Kathy Schmugge)

Speakers:

Most Reverend Robert E. Guglielmone Bishop of Charleston.
Steve Wook National Speaker, Author, Catholic Apologist, Convert, Founder of St.
Covenant Keepers.

Hotel Accommodations: Courtyard by Marriot Room Rate: $119.00 plus tax
NE/Fort Jackson Area Telephone: 803-736-3600
111 Gateway Corporate Blvd. Reservation: Prior to February 24, 2022
Columbia, SC 29203
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STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy............................................................................Paul V. Burchell ............................................ 803-983-5004
State Chaplain .........................................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-540-7676
Immediate Past State Deputy ..................................................Daniel Barton................................................ 843-367-1871
State Secretary ........................................................................Jeff  Crouch.................................................... 864-430-0938
State Treasurer ........................................................................Keith Kingren ............................................... 864-901-5692
State Advocate ........................................................................Sherrrill E. (Ed) Wilcox................................ 803-221-5934
State Warden ...........................................................................Christopher Hilditch ............................................ 803-316-6283
District Master ........................................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD......................................... 803-397-7803
Vice Supreme Master..............................................................Tom Monahon, PSD ..................................... 803-270-7478
General Insurance Agent.........................................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632
Supreme - RGD.......................................................................David Tebo.................................................... 203-215-8379

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263) .............................Richard R. Ronde ......................................... 631-889-3026
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 9672, 13713) ...............................Vacant
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892) ...............................Thomas O’Donnell ....................................... 413-237-5769
District No. 4 (3684, 7062, 9161) ...........................................Vacant
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910) ................................Joseph W Friend ........................................... 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576) ...........................................Don Thurlow................................................. 864-275-7141

District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223) .......................Dr. Richard Swain ........................................ 573-465-2402
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 10819, 13112, 15960) ................Jim Alford..................................................... 864-595-0640
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 9475, 10334, 12472) .....................Paul Setti....................................................... 843-813-2713
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611) ...............................Bruce C. Hutchison....................................... 803-577-6473
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028) .......................................John H. Luse ................................................. 843-421-3811
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867)....................................Frank E. Love ............................................... 843-453-6411
District 13 (6726, 6900, 11471, 11991) ..................................Michael P. Cousino....................................... 843-607-1007
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12274, 12995, 15519) ...........William E. Weiss, Jr...................................... 864-415-3422
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765)..........................................James Carswell ............................................ 516-851-3675
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903)......................................Thomas C. Armel.......................................... 540-230-4281
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Director ........................................................................Ron Stanley............................................................ 864-415-9417
Ceremonials ......................................................................................Anthony N. Zammarrelli........................................ 803-738-0862
Program Director ..............................................................................Christopher Hilditch, PGK, FDD .......................... 803-316-6283
Youth Director...................................................................................Keith Kingren ........................................................ 864-962-5295
Community Director .........................................................................Joseph Mule ........................................................... 843-224-1948
Family Director.................................................................................John A. Olson......................................................... 864-354-5680
Membership Retention Chairman .....................................................Joe Balotti .............................................................. 843-679-0967
Council Retention/Reactivation Chairman .......................................Thomas M. Monahon, PGK, FM, VSM ................ 803-270-7478
Online Membership Chairman..........................................................Keith Kingren ........................................................ 864-962-5295
College Council Growth Coordinator...............................................Tem Kenney ........................................................... 540-746-8924
Vocations Chairman ..........................................................................James Weiskircher.................................................. 864-706-0768
Life Director......................................................................................Chris Carter............................................................ 864-356-3716
Spiritual/Faith Director .....................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .............................................. 843-661-6057
Public Relations ...............................................................................Donald Thurlow Jr ................................................. 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ........................................................Robert Boni............................................................ 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman.................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People With Intellectual Disabilities..........................Michael A. Allen, PSD, DM .................................. 803-397-7803

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Paul Burchell, SD ........................................... 803-983-5004
State Convention Chairman ..............................................................Jeff rey M. Crouch .................................................. 864-430-0938
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator .............................................Gustavo valdez....................................................... 816-316-0182
Awards/Report Forms .......................................................................Sherrill E. Wilcox .................................................. 803-221-5934
Information Technology Director .....................................................Buck Buckley......................................................... 803-389-9004
Newsletter/Bulletin Bulletin Editor ..................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD ........................................ 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference.........................................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ............................................ 843-797-6804
New Council Development Chairman ..............................................Richard Gabriel, PSD ............................................ 843-797-6804
Father McGivney Guild ....................................................................James Nettles, PSD, FM ........................................ 843-830-9996
Protocol Chairman ............................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator.........................................................Greg Scheuer.......................................................... 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative .........................................................................Raymond Ireland.................................................... 864-329-0044
Athletic Events Chairman/................................................................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest ..................................................Pat Davis ................................................................ 843-830-5939
Free Throw Chairman/Soccer Challenge Chairman .........................Eric Cannon ........................................................... 803-479-5905
Special Olympics Chairman .............................................................Robert “Bob” Brohm ............................................ 864-367-9254
Round Table Chairman .....................................................................Richard Gabriel, PGK.............................................. 843-797-680
State Trainer ......................................................................................Richard Swain........................................................ 573-465-2402
Pilgrim Icon/Silver Rose Chairman .................................................Michael A. Mancari ............................................... 803-445-0244
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