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“Service to each other. Charity.”
By Deacon Bob Cox State Spiritual Director
Greetings my Brother Knights and Ladies! I pray that all
is going well for you this year, so far. I would like to write
about our service to each other in our daily lives. Primarily,
I mean charity. Charity begins at home. At your house. At
your church. At your council. At the State Council.
We recently held the Mid-Winter/DD Meeting and the Rich-
itelli Charity Ball and Raffl  e.  It was a very good weekend, 
with the new degree encompassing the old First Degree, Sec-
ond Degree and Third Degree, and the Dinner, dancing and
drawing of the winning raffl  e tickets.  I do not know the fi nal 
totals, but I was told at one point that it was over $54,000.00.
Unfortunately, it is my understanding that not all of the
councils in the state participated. Charity starts at home.
Charity is what makes the Knights of Columbus diff erent 
than other fraternal organizations. Each member of the State
needs to remember my statement. The State Council cannot
perform their charitable work without our help. That is where
participation begins. Please, make charity a high priority in
your councils.
Recently, my wife Sue and I attended the Deacon’s Retreat
held in Columbia. It was very well organized with an excel-
lent Retreat Master, Deacon Greg Kandra. The theme for
the weekend was, “Deacons as Bridge Builders.” At least a
third of his talk centered on charity. Primarily his discussion

was on charity in marriage. Even though his discussion was
aimed at the deacons (and wives) in attendance, it also is for
a Knight of Columbus and his wife. The Ministry of Char-
ity begins with marriage and the domestic church. Cardinal
O’Malley states the really big decision that we have to make
in marriage, in life, is simply to love. Those of us in the
Diaconate Ministry have made that decision. The husband
and wife through marriage have made that decision. Love
is fundamental.
As Knights of Columbus, putting love fi rst in our lives and 
marriages is a must. Every ministry, every organization, the
Knights of Columbus are “putting out into the deep” as Luke
tells us. Marriage can be like that. As Knights, we want, we
need Christ-centered marriages.
Our charity, as Knights, begins at home. It begins with a
Knight serving his wife, serving his family, serving his com-
munity, serving his Parish.  By serving others that are in fi nan-
cial, physical, and spiritual need. This is charity. Sometimes
we have to raise money to serve those in our communities that
need help. Sometimes, we have to purchase State Council
raffl  e tickets in order to help all communities and people.
Charity does begin with the Knights of Columbus, as Councils
7122 and 16903 helped to sponsor the recent Deacon’s Retreat.
Thank you, my Brothers. As Catholics, we care, and we share.
Charity begins at home and in your council. Viva Cristo Rey.
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From the State Deputy
Daniel Barton

From the Vocations Director
James P. Weiskircher, Vocations Director

Last week, I was fortunate to represent the National Catholic
Committee on Scouting at the National Federation of Catholic
Youth Ministers annual meeting in San Antonio. Youth min-
isters from around the country were gathered to fi nd ways to 
reach our youth. We were represented by Deacon Jerry White,
who for the past 23 years has put together one of the best youth
ministry programs in the country. I have the greatest respect
for him and what he has done for the youth of the diocese.
A group of the ministers and young adults from around the
world were involved in Pope Francis’s synod focused on
young people, the faith, and vocational discernment carried
out from 2016 to 2019. The product of the synod was Pope
Francis’Apostolic Exhortation on Youth, Christus Vivat. The
synod has laid the groundwork for the Church’s eff ort to reach 
out to the young people in the church.
The fi rst three chapters are observations of the Scriptures of 
the Church, and of realities experienced by young people. The
next three chapters are interpretations of the young people’s
pathways and of generation and culture. The last three chapters
are about actional choices in ministry for mission and voca-
tion, and through vocational discernment.
There are ten things in Christus Vivat addresses to all of us
who deal with young people; refl ect Christ, be young at Heart, 
take young people seriously, listen to young people and stay
close to their concerns, be fl exible, empower young people for 
mission, awaken young people to encounter-don’t bore them!,
make a home for all young people, build families and par-
ish communities that welcome youth and radiate Christ, and
accompany the young. Pope Francis wants us to understand
that young people 16-35 are not the future of the Church but
they are the Church. It is our job as Knights to refl ect Christ 
and to be there to help them to reach their full potential.

Brother Knights,
 I hope this edition of the Palmetto Bulletin fi nds you and 
your family well.
 Earlier this month many of us witnessed for the fi rst time, 
in person, the new degree of our Order, the Exemplifi cation 
of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. I would like to thank the
State Offi  cers, Past State Deputies and Supreme guests who 
assisted with the degree. More importantly, I would like to
welcome and congratulate the forty-eight new Third Degree
Knights of Columbus who took their degree.
During the Grand Knight Mid-Winter meeting, there were
several informative training sessions including the Delta
Church Drive, council succession planning, Faith In Ac-
tion, conducting a mini fraternal Benefi t night, and a special 
meeting for council membership directors. On behalf of the
State Offi  cers, we would like to thank Council 6847, our 
trainers and all those who helped to make the meeting a suc-
cess. Special thanks to Regional Training Director Thomas
Ciborski and our Regional Growth Director David Tebo.
We hope that the information presented will assist you and
your council for the remainder of the fraternal year and as
you begin plans for next year.
Later this month the Church marks the beginning of a new
season, the season of Lent. According to Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI, “Each year, Lent off ers us a providential op-
portunity to deepen the meaning and value of our Christian
lives, and it stimulates us to rediscover the mercy of God so
that we, in turn, become more merciful toward our broth-
ers and sisters. In the Lenten period, the Church makes it
her duty to propose some specifi c tasks that accompany the 
faithful concretely in this process of interior renewal: these
are prayer, fasting and almsgiving”. My hope and prayer is
that this season of Lent will be a meaningful and spiritual
journey for each of us.
Fraternally Yours,
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Patriot’s
Corner
Michael A. Allen, PSD
Master, South Carolina
District, DeSoto

Brothers,

Please celebrate 120 years of Catholic Patriotism with
us….

On Saturday February fi rst, I witnessed what I believe 
will be a turning point in our order’s history.
A new degree that exemplifi es the lessons of Charity, 
Unity, and Fraternity, open for all to see and understand.
No more no more secrecy and no more guesswork about
what we stand for.
We proclaimed for all to witness what makes a Knight of
Columbus a great Catholic gentleman, father, husband,
son, brother, uncle, etc.
We have put our money where our mouth is. Now it’s
time to go one step further, to go all the way.

We have an opportunity on February 29th leap year day
at Corpus Christi Church in Lexington, to become full-
fl edged Patriotic Sir Knights.
We have an opportunity to tell the community where we
stand on the key issues of our times. How we stand on
life, our priests, our country and the world.

Please join me in becoming such men. If you’re inter-
ested in a great lesson and a wonderful country club
style meal that you will be proud to take your wife to, ask
your Grand Knight or Faithful Navigator to sign you up
or get the packet on the State’s Website at www.kofcsc.
org. (or email or call me I’ll get you one).
I hope to see you all there.

Also, I want to thank all the Sir Knights that donated
their capes to the Angels Unaware ministry to turn the
satin into Children’s layettes. We had a great turn out
of capes donated. You can bring them to any State or
Province meeting, we will make sure they get donated.
I donated four capes, including the one that I bought
for my son that was draped over his casket. One that
I always hoped I would give to my grandson on his
eighteenth birthday. No one is more hurt or frustrated
about the decision to give up the tradition than I am.
It’s one of those family memories that I was denied. But
like I’ve said several times before, the negative feelings
I have for the new uniform does not exceed the love

I have for my brother Sir Knights or what It stands for
when I wear it.

Your faithful servant,

Mike
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From the State Ceremonials
Chairman
Richard A. Gabriel, PSD

Admissions Degree Standings (FY 18-19)

First Degree Standings Notes
NOTE: Councils Indicated with an *, Team Has Been Re-
certifi ed 
** Indicates Team Has Not Been Certifi ed
Goal for FY 18-19
Degrees Per Council

Div I -1-99 - 3 Div II -100-199 - 4
Div III –200-above - 5

DISTRICT COUNCIL CITY GOAL ACTUAL %of GOAL
Edward Kamenski DD #1 17 5 29.4%

5026 Beaufort 4 0 0.0%
7289 Hilton Head 3 1 33.3%
10668 Hilton Head 5 1 20.0%

 12263 Bluff ton 5 3  60.0%
Christopher Hilditch DD # 2 16 6 37.5%

2207 Sumter 4 2 50.0%
6847 N. E. Columbia 5 2 40.0%
9672 Camden 3 0 0.0%
13713 Blythewood 4 2 50.0%

V. Patrick Eagan DD # 3 16 1 6.3%
5086 Myrtle Beach 4 0 0.0%
7122 N. Myrtle Beach 5 1 20.0%
7531 Conway 4 0 0.0%
14892 Loris 3 0 0.0%

Sherrill Wilcox (Ed) DD # 4 12 2 16.7%
3684 Aiken 5 1 20.0%
7062 N. Augusta 4 1 25.0%
9161 Barnwell 3 0 0.0%

Joe Friend DD # 5 16 2 12.5%
6629 Summerville 5 0 0.0%
8502 Walterboro 3 1 33.3%
8900 N. Charleston 4 0 0.0%
11910 Summerville 4 1 25.0%

Donald Thurlow, Jr. DD # 6 13 3 23.1%
6884 Seneca 5 1 20.0%
8295 Anderson 4 2 500%
9576 Pickens 4 0 0.0%

Peter LaPierre DD # 7 14 7 50.0%
6891 Orangeburg 3 0 0.0%
11325 Lexington 4 6 150%
12554 Columbia 4 1 25.0%
15223 Manning/Santee 3 0 0.0%

James O. Alford DD # 8 21 5 23.8%
1668 Greenville 5 0 0.0%
8182 Mauldin 4 0 0.0%
10819 Simpsonville 5 3 60.0%
13112 Greenville 4 1 250%

** 15960 Newberry (NJL) 3 1 33.3%
James Daugomah DD # 9 21 3 14.3%

704 Charleston 5 0 0.0%
6250 James Island 4 1 25.0%
9475 Mt. Pleasant 5 1 20.0%
10334 Charleston 3 1 33.3%
12472 Charleston 4 0 0.0%

Claire N. Buckley, Jr. DD # 10 14 3 21.4%
6756 Rock Hill 5 3 60.0%
10066 Lancaster 3 0 0.0%
12268 York 3 0 0.0%

** 15611 Rock Hill 3 0 0.0%
Ronald E. Gilbert DD # 11 13 2 15.4%

3067 Georgetown 3 0 0.0%
8980 Garden City 5 1 20.0%
11028 Pawleys Island 5 1 20.0%

Frank Love DD # 12 13 1 7.7%
5194 Florence 4 0 0.0%
8123 Hartsville 3 1 33.3%
8790 Marion/Dillon 3 0 0.0%
10867 Cheraw 3 0 0.0%

Mike Cousino DD # 13 16 8 50.0%
6726 Hanahan/Goose Creek 4 1 25.0%
6900 Citadel 4 0 0.0%
11471 Moncks Corner 3 3 100.0%
11991 Goose Creek 5 4 80.0%

Jim Steff ey  DD # 14 23 0 0.0%
6076 Spartanburg 5 0 0.0%
9184 Taylors 4 0 0.0%
9575 Spartanburg 5 0 0.0%
12274 Greer 3 0 0.0%

 12995 Gaff ney 3 0 0.0%
** 15519 Greer 3 0 0.0%
James D. Walters DD # 15 14 2 14.0%

12366 Fort Mill 5 1 20.0%
14475 Lake Wylie 5 1 20.0%
14765 Indian Land 4 0 0.0%

Thomas Armel DD # 16 16 2 12.5%
724 Columbia 5 0 0.0%
6892 Irmo 4 1 25.0%
7129 Greenwood 4 0 0.0%
16903 Chapin 3 1 33.3%

Totals 255 52 20.4%

DISTRICT COUNCIL CITY GOAL ACTUAL %of GOAL

Brother Knights,
In just a little over a week the Lent season will start and
as we all know Lent is a time to refl ect on how we need to 
grow in the faith.  It is also a time for us to refl ect on what 
we can do to make our council, our Parish and our commu-
nity stronger and more productive. It is very easy to forget
about the council’s future because of everything going on
in the council, Parish and community.
We must make time continue growing by continuing the
recruiting eff orts and conducting the degrees.  Brothers 
let’s fi nish the year strong.  Let’s not let the Knights of Co-
lumbus down. The Catholic population in South Carolina
is growing very rapidly and our church needs us more than
ever. Catholic men and the communities in general need
us more than ever. To help with this the Supreme Council
has developed a new degree that combines the lessons of
Charity, Unity and Fraternity into one degree. On February
1, at the Grand Knight’s Mid Winter Meeting in Columbia,
the South Carolina State Offi  cers conducted the State’s fi rst 
Charity, Unity and Fraternity Degree advancing 48 candi-
dates to 3rd Degree Knight’s. A very impressive and well
received exemplifi cation.    

Vivat Jesus
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From the State Protocol
Chairman
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

Worthy Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and Members of
the State Council:
Correspondence
With Council and Assembly installations coming up the fol-
lowing is provided as guidance for you to follow.
When corresponding with others, email id the most eff ective 
and effi  cient means of communication.  However, e-mail may 
not be the most appropriate means of communication in all
circumstances. Sometimes typed memos or letters, on let-
terhead, should be utilized and care should be taken to ensure
that the letter writer uses proper letter writing techniques.
E-mails also need to be handled with care.  Offi  cers need to 
make certain that their e-mail address is appropriate along with
the content contained within the e-mail. Sending an e-mail
does not ensure delivery to the intended recipient. E-mail is
cost eff ective and can be an easy way for councils or assem-
blies to communicate, but it is not a guarantee of participation
at an event. E-mail, as with letters, need to be clearly stated
and have the main points separated. Make certain that e-mails
that contain confi dential information are not broadcast to a 
large group. E-mails cannot replace the personal contact of
a phone call or personal conversation.
Modern means of social communications provide members of
the Knights of Columbus with powerful tools that can build
up your council by promoting its charitable mission and by
encouraging members to live out their Catholic faith. The
term “social communications” refers to, among other things,
the internet, the World Wide Web, and social media. The
term “social media” includes blogs and microblogs, social
networking sites, and picture and video sharing sites, such as
Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Flickr, and YouTube.
Social communications should be used in a manner consistent
with Catholic values and principles of the Order. Members
who use social communications should carefully review
and at all times observe the Order’s Social Communications
Guidelines and Policy, which can be found under the Social
Communications tab on the Offi  cer’s Desk Reference located 
in the Offi  cer’s Online at www.kofc.org. The Guidelines and
Policy apply to members and subordinate units of the Order
when they choose to identify themselves as members of the
Knights of Columbus or to discuss the work of the Knights
of Columbus using social communications. Members should
be aware that the Laws and offi  cial policies of the Knights 
of Columbus apply to fraternal social communications as
they would in any other setting. The reputation of the Order
depends upon how members conduct themselves, both online
and in person. Accordingly, members using social commu-

nications should remember that they are expected to conduct
themselves as Catholic gentlemen, which at a minimum re-
quires that any material posted online respect human dignity
and maintains a culture of respectful dialogue and friendship.
Correspondence should be addressed to the individual, using
his full, proper name (not his nickname), followed by his
proper title, whether he be a Knight of Columbus, a Priest or
a businessperson. If an individual has more than one title, the
highest ranking title is always used. Names of civic and reli-
gious individuals are prefi xed by such forms as His Excellency,
The Honorable, Reverend Father, etc.  Prefi x titles of Mr., 
and Mrs. or Ms. Are omitted when the individual has another
offi  cial title.  If he has no title, Mr., Mrs., or Ms. Should always 
be used as a prefi x to his or her name.  When addressing an 
individual as an offi  cial of an organization, the name of the 
organization should always be shown on the next line.
In the event that you have a close working relationship with
any offi  cer, your letter need not be so formal.  However you 
fi rst must acknowledge the offi  ce he holds.  The salutation 
would then be “Worthy Grand Knight and dear Brother Bill.”
The individual’s full proper name and title are always shown
on both the letter and the envelope.
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KNIGHTHOOD DEGREE SCHEDULE FOR
2019 – 2020

Feb 22 12:30 pm Council 7129, Greenwood, District 16

The February 22, 2020 Knighthood Degrees will be last one held in South Carolina.
The Knighthood Degree that was scheduled for April 18, 2020 in Pawley’s Island has
been canceled. Each council should form a Charity, Unity and Fraternity Degree team.
After completion of the degree, the council will need to complete Degree Exemplifi ca-
tion Report (From 450 1/20) and submit a copy to Supreme and a copy to the South
Carolina Ceremonial Chairman at ceremonialssc@gmail.com.

Richard A. Gabriel, PSD, State Ceremonials Chairman

Dear Brother Knights,
If you are concerned.
If you are not concerned.
When you become con-
cerned……

You have been called to action.
Holy Mother Church needs your
prayers. She has been under
assault for a long time now. We
know Jesus will never aban-
don His Church but He needs
our prayers and our Knights of
Columbus Faith in Actions to
dispense His Graces and Mercy. I pray that each of our
10,000 South Carolina Knights will accept this mission.
Pray. Pray. Pray.
Thanks to Sumter Council 2207 and Columbia Council
12554, we have received three submissions for the new South
Carolina Lecture Library. Let’s see if we can get at least ten
more prior to the State Convention. Send them in and we’ll
place them in the Lecture Library. The Library is temporarily
located on the Faith in Action Webpage. Technical problems
are delaying the activation of the Lecture Library Webpage.
http://kofcsc.org/faith.asp
Keep Chargin’
Jim St. Clair
Director, Faith in Action
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From The SCCMC Chairman

Dear Brother Knight,

This is a personal invitation for you to attend the 2020 South
Carolina Catholic Men’s Conference on Saturday, March
7. I can assure you that it will be a truly Catholic experi-
ence that will help you be a better husband, a better father,

a better Catholic … a better man. All in a one day event.

See the attached the fl yer to provide you more information.

I hope to see you there.

Richard A. Gabriel, PSD, SCCMC Director



The Palmetto State Bulletin 8 February 2020



The Palmetto State Bulletin 9 February 2020

STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy ................................................................................... Daniel Barton ..................................................... 843-367-1871
State Chaplain ................................................................................ Fr. Robert F. Higgins ......................................... 843-249-2356
Immediate Past State Deputy....................................................... ............................................................ 803-325-1497
State Secretary................................................................................ Paul V. Burchell .................................................. 803-499-9395
State Treasurer ............................................................................... .......................................................... 864-430-0938
State Advocate................................................................................ Ronald L. Stanley ............................................... 864-415-9417
State Warden .................................................................................. Patrick A. Davis ................................................. 843-830-5939
District Master ............................................................................... Michael A. Allen, PSD...............................................803-397-7803
Vice Supreme Master .................................................................... Tom Monahon, PSD.......................................... 803-648-9925
General Insurance Agent.............................................................. Robert Boni, Jr.................................................... 843-824-5632

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263).................................. Edward Kamenski.............................................. 843-705-9922
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 9672, 13713).................................... Christopher Hilditch ......................................... 803-436-2307
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892).................................... V Patrick Eagan.................................................. 919-622-0061
District No. 4 (3684, 7062, 9161)................................................. Sherrill E. (Ed) Wilcox...................................... 803-221-5934
District No. 5 (6629,8502, 8900, 11910)..................................... Joseph W Friend ................................................ 843-296-2574
District No. 6 (6884, 8295, 9576)................................................. ...................................................... 864-275-7141
District No. 7 (6891, 11325, 12554, 15223)........................... Peter D. La Pierre ...........................................803-237-8444
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 10819, 13112, 15960) .................... Jim Alford ........................................................... 864-595-8640
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 9475, 10334, 12472).......................... James W. Daugomah ......................................... 843-817-9655
Dist No 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 15611)..................................... Claire (Buck) Buckley, Jr. .................................. 803-389-9004
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028) ............................................ Ronald Gilbert.................................................... 509-290-2405
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867) ......................................... Frank E. Love...................................................... 843-665-2265
District 13 (6726, 6900, 11471, 11991) ....................................... Michael P. Cousino............................................ 843-607-1007
District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12274, 12995, 15519) ............... ........................................................... 864-804-3076
District 15 (12366, 14475, 14765) ............................................... J. David Walters.................................................. 803-372-8895
District 16 (724, 6892, 7129, 16903) ........................................... ............................................... 540-230-4281
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STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Membership Diector ................................................................................Bob Rooney................................................................... 516-456-5738
Ceremonials ..............................................................................................Michael A. Allen, PSD................................................. 803-397-7803
Program Director ..............................................................................Christopher Hilditch, DD #2...................................... 803-316-6283
Youth Director ..........................................................................................Bill Weiss ....................................................................... 864-574-7889
Community Director ............................................................................... Sherrill “Ed” Wilcox .................................................... 803-278-4013
Family Director.........................................................................................Robert “Bob” Poyer..................................................... 843-571-5941
Membership Retention Chairman ......................................................... Joe Balotti ...................................................................... 843-679-0967
Vocations Chairman ................................................................................ James Weiskircher........................................................ 864-706-0768
Life Director ..............................................................................................Bill Hooks...................................................................... 864-238-9123
Spiritual Director......................................................................................Rev. Mr. Robert Cox .................................................... 843-661-6057
Public Relations ....................................................................................... ....................................................... 864-275-7141
Insurance Promotion Chairman ............................................................Robert Boni................................................................... 843-824-5632
Audit Chairman........................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ..................................... 843-553-2171
Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabilities.............................. Joseph F. Gubeli, Jr,, PSD, FM .................................... 843-871-2158
Charities Board Chairman ......................................................................Daniel Barton, SD................................................ 843-367-1871
State Convention Chairman....................................................................Ronald Stanley.............................................................. 864-415-9417
Inter-Council Competition Chairman .................................................. Joe Balotti, FDD ........................................................... 843-679-0967
Hispanic Council Growth Coordinator ................................................Michael D. Radl............................................................ 803-984-0287
Awards/Report Forms................................................................... Patrick Davis ...................................................... 843-830-5939
Information Technology Director.......................................................... ............................................................. 843-995-3289
Newsletter/Bulletin Bulletin Editor .......................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD.............................................. 843-224-7263
SC Catholic Men’s Conference................................................................Richard Gabriel ............................................................ 843-797-6804
New Council Development/Round Table .............................................Richard Gabriel ............................................................ 843-797-6804
Father McGivney Guild ........................................................................... James Nettles, PSD, FM............................................... 843-830-9996
Columbian Squires...................................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ..................................... 843-553-2171
Faith In Action Director .......................................................................... Jim St. Clair ................................................................... 803-968-5884
Faith Director/Marian Hour Chairman/Silver Rose Chairman.........Michael Mancari ......................................................... 803-917-6444
Protocol Chairman...................................................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM........................................ 843-873-8581
Disaster Response Coordinator..............................................................Greg Scheuer................................................................. 803-210-7272
Ultrasound Initiative................................................................................Raymond Ireland ......................................................... 864-329-0044
Online Membership Chairman ..............................................................Keith Kingren ............................................................... 864-962-5295
Insurance Promotion Chairman ............................................................Robert Boni, GA .......................................................... 843-824-5632
Athletic Events Chairman/Catholic citizenship Essay Contest..........Bill Weiss ....................................................................... 864-574-7889

...........................Bill Weiss ....................................................................... 864-574-7889
State Directory Chairman .......................................................................Buck Buckley, DD #10................................................. 803-389-9004
Silver Rose Chairman ..............................................................................Michael Mancari .......................................................... 803-917-6444
Special Olympics Chairman....................................................................Robert “Bob” Brohm................................................... 864-367-9254
Young Adult Outreach Chairman .......................................................... John Olson .................................................................... 864-354-5680
Round Table Chairman ...........................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ..................................... 843-553-2171
State Trainer ..............................................................................................Richard Swain............................................................... 573-465-2402
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